Students International Ltd

Private Fostering Policy and Procedure
1. If a student is under 16, or under 18 and disabled, and living with a homestay family for longer than 28 days, this is seen as private fostering.  This does not have to be continuous and time spent with homestay families that adds up to 28 or longer in any period may be seen as Private Fostering.
2. The homestay family will be made aware that they will be entering into a private fostering arrangement and the responsibilities this involves.

3. If a student is under 16, or under 18 and disabled, is to be placed with a homestay family for longer than 28 days, the local authority will be notified as soon as it is practical after the initial arrangement has been made.

4. If the student has special needs, Students International will notify the local authority of these needs.  Permission to pass on such details to the private fostering officer will first be sought from the student’s parents.
5. Any concerns regarding the well-being of a student in private fostering will be shared with the private fostering officer.  Should communications with the local authority cause potential breaches of confidentiality, it may be necessary to consult the procedural guidelines set out in Students International’s Confidentiality and Information Sharing Policy.
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